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For the past several months, I’ve been amazed at the photos and explanations Joe Altieri, a
Webster-based photographer, shares with the world via social media. He has such an eye
for angles and captures the beauty that is all around us, no matter the season. It’s my
pleasure to share his story here.

Born in Rochester and growing up in East Irondequoit as a first-generation American to
Italian parents, education was a priority in Joe's household. As the eldest of three children,
he grew up under the strong guidance of his father, who worked hard to ensure school
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prepared Joe and his siblings for success. Joe earned a Fine Arts degree in Industrial
Design at the Rochester Institute of Technology, setting the stage for a career blending
artistic vision with practical design. His early professional experience in graphic design
allowed him to collaborate with local businesses alongside a supportive team, nurturing his
passion for creative expression.

Joe was also a swim coach, where he found fulfillment in guiding students toward success
and building connections with parents, which inspired him to pursue a degree in Art
Education at Nazareth College, later earning a Master’s in Educational Technology. His
teaching journey spanned private institutions, the Rochester City School District, and a role
as a building-based substitute in East Irondequoit, the community that shaped his
childhood. Currently, he teaches Design Technology to seventh and eighth graders,
integrating his artistic background into engaging, hands-on projects.

Photography, an integral part of Joe’s upbringing, became a serious pursuit over the past
decade. His father’s camera, a cherished family heirloom, sparked Joe’s fascination with
capturing life’s moments. “It still works and every time I see it, I’m flooded with family
memories,” he says. Through mentorship and exploration, Joe has honed his skills,
gravitating toward wildlife, landscapes, astronomy, portraits, and abstract imagery. His love
for birds, particularly eagles, deepened during the pandemic, a period that allowed him to
closely observe and document the avian wonders of the region. He says, “The winter
season brings them closer and more visible. I’m inspired by their grace, strength, and
resilience.”
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Astrophotography has also been a passion, aligning with Joe’s enthusiasm for science and
the cosmos. His photographic journey also expanded to include portraiture, where he found
profound meaning in capturing milestone moments for high school seniors. For Joe,
photography is more than a visual medium—it is a tool for education, storytelling, and
community connection.

Joe’s approach to photography is deeply educational. Each image he shares serves as an
opportunity to engage, inform, and inspire others. His goal is to create an environment
where viewers can step outside their comfort zones, explore new perspectives, and engage
in thought-provoking discussions, saying, “Photography opens doors to those creative
challenges that encourages others to explore, discover, and create their own unique
experiences.”

While technology plays a role in his craft, his focus remains on composition, storytelling, and
emotional impact rather than the latest equipment.

Photography has become a profound extension of Joe’s personality and interests, allowing
him to forge meaningful connections with others. Whether through a landscape that evokes
nostalgia, a wildlife shot that transports viewers to nature’s tranquility, or a portrait that
preserves a significant life event, his work elicits deep emotional responses. The joy of
helping someone relive a cherished memory fuels his passion and motivates him to continue
capturing and sharing moments that resonate.

Despite challenges of balancing work, family, and creative pursuits, Joe credits his wife as
his biggest supporter, recognizing her patience and encouragement in his artistic
endeavors. He finds inspiration in the ever-changing landscapes of the region, from the
dynamic transformations brought by the seasons to the endless creative possibilities within
local parks and lakes.
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For Joe, the most rewarding aspect of photography is the human connection it fosters. The
conversations sparked by his images, the shared experiences, and the stories exchanged
along the way give depth to his work. To him, a photograph is not merely an image but a
story—a reflection of life, emotion, and meaning.

For those embarking on a photographic journey, Joe offers this wisdom: photography is
more than mastering technical skills; it is a journey of self-discovery and expression.
Through the lens, you will gain the ability to notice and appreciate the little details that make
life beautiful. The power of photography lies in its ability to share perspectives, provoke
thought, and create lasting connections with others.

Joe Altieri continues to explore, capture, and teach, sharing his unique artistic vision with
the world. His work stands as a testament to the power of creativity, education, and the
ever-present stories waiting to be told through the art of photography.
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